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BUSY  NEW  YEAR. 

Which  should  make  it  a  happy  one  for  ISASC.  Our  membership  has 
reached  a  new  high  of  281  (who'd  ever  have  thought  it?);  our  library 
continues  to  grow  and  grow;  our  convention  is  coming  up  --  and 
shaping  up  --  to  be  the  biggest  ever;  our  expanded  1984  membership 
directory  is  in  the  works;  and  projects  that  add  to  our  member 
benefits  keep  us  busy,  busy,  busy.  All  that's  new  and  news  follows. 

CONVENTION  UPDATE. 

Reservations  are  pouring  in  from  every  part  of  the  U. S.  and 
from  elsewhere  in  the  world  as  well.  The  date,  you'll  recall,  is 
May  18-20,  and  the  place  Chicago.  We  expect  a  turnout  of  80  to  100 
members,  spouses  and  guests,  and  we're  planning  to  roll  out  the  red 
carpet  for  everyone.  Here  are  several  noteworthy  developments: 

1.  The  seminar  on  Saturday  afternoon,  May  18,  will  include  a  talk 
by  Michael  and  Diana  Crawforth  titled,  Yarn,  Cloth  &  Roving 
Scales;  a  talk  by  yours  truly  (Bob  Stein)  on  Ti f f any  Seal  es, 
Their  History  and  Variety;  and  one  or  two  others  yet  to  be 
announced.  All,  of  course,  to  be  liberally  supported  with 

vi sual s . 

2.  By  popular  request,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  attend¬ 
ing  members  to  visit  both  the  Car 1 ey/Mi 1 1 er  and  the  Stein 
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collections.  The  simple  solution  is  to  invite  any  and  all 
members  who  have  opted  to  see  the  Car 1 ey/Mi 1 1 er  collection  on 
Saturday  to  stay  over  until  Sunday  evening  (or  Monday)  and 
spend  Sunday  afternoon  seeing  the  Stein  collection.  The 
invitation  is  definite,  transportation  will  be  provided,  and 
those  who  wish  to  be  part  of  the  Stein  stayover  need  only 
advise  us  on  their  arrival.  If,  however,  you  wish  to  extend 
your  hotel  stay  until  Monday,  please  let  us  know  at  once. 

3.  Joel  Mai  ter  advises  us  that  plans  for  the  scales  and  weights 
auction  are  coming  along  nicely,  and  that  the  catalog  (likely 
to  be  a  collector's  item)  will  be  mailed  to  one  and  all  in  due 
time.  From  all  appearances,  the  event  should  be  a  convention 
h ighl ight. 

4.  Finally,  if  you  are  planning  to  come,  we  must  know  of  your 
intentions  soon,  so  we  can  secure  hotel  accommodations  for  you 
and  complete  other  arrangements.  A  copy  of  the  program,  along 
with  a  reservation  request,  is  enclosed.  PI  ease  fill  out  the 
latter  and  return  it  with  your  deposit  immediately  to  assure 
your  being  with  us. 

CRAW  FORTH  CAREER  CHANGE. 

Yes,  it's  happened.  Michael  Crawforth  has  settled  into  a  new 
job  that  many  of  us  long  have  felt  was  the  kind  of  career  best 
suited  to  his  talents.  As  of  mid-January  (following  12  years  flying 
for  the  Royal  Air  Force  and  15  years  doing  industrial  design  in  the 
mobile  crane  industry),  he  became  Research  Assistant  to  Dr.  Gerard 
Turner  of  the  Museum  of  the  History  of  Science  at  Oxford  University. 
Michael  will  be  researching  the  trade  of  scientific  instrument 
making  in  the  18th  Century  in  England,  and  is  extending  an 
invitation  to  all  members  to  send  on  to  him  any  information  they 
might  have  on  the  subject. 

The  Crawforth' s  new  home  address  will  appear  in  the  1984 
membership  directory  and  the  masthead  of  future  EQM's,  but  for  those 
who  would  like  it  now,  it  is:  2  Field  Close,  Yarnton,  Oxford  0X5  1NE 
Engl  and. 
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MORE  ABOUT  CRAW FORTH. 

This  time  his  latest  tome,  Handbook  of  Old  Weighing 
Instruments,  which,  in  our  view,  is  absolutely,  positively  the  most 
definitive  guide  to  scales  and  weights  published  today.  It's  been 
several  years  in  the  writing  (and  illustrating),  and  is  a  greatly 
expanded  and  updated  version  of  Michael's  original  Guide  to  Weighing 
Instruments.  To  quote  Tod  Carley  (an  expert  in  his  own  right), 

"There  is  no  other  single  publication  that  has  such  diverse  and 
valuable  information  for  the  scale  collector.  Everyone  —  novice  or 
expert  —  will  be  delighted  with  the  results."  We'll  say  no  more 
except  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  preview  (title  page, 
forward,  table  of  contents)  and  the  handy  order  card.  The  price  is 
a  mere  $25  and  undoubtedly  the  buy  of  a  lifetime.  We  expect  an 
avalanche  of  orders  and  will  be  going  to  press  as  soon  as  the  bulk 
of  them  are  received.  We  suggest  you  make  sure  yours  is  among  them. 

KUDOS  TO  NEW  COLLEAGUES. 

What  with  our  Society  growing  upward  and  outward  at  a  feverish 
pace,  we  keep  seeking  help,  and  help  has  been  readily  forthcoming. 
Most  recently  it's  been  in  the  person  of  Gerard  Houben,  an  ISASC 
vice  president  who's  taken  on  the  added  function  of  Euro-Treasurer; 
Douglas  Dallimer,  long-standing  member  who's  now  our  U. K.  Treasurer; 
and  Marty  Bronstein,  another  long-term  member  who's  new  our 
convention  secretary/ treasurer .  Our  deep  thanks  to  each  of  the 
three,  good  souls  all. 

MISCELLANY. 

**  Have  you  noted  the  various  new  members  whose  prestigious  names 
add  to  our  society's  standing  in  the  hi stor ical /scienti f i c 
community,  and  whose  memberships  constitute,  as  we  see  it,  an 
endorsement  of  the  value  of  EQM?  In  recent  months  new  members 
of  this  ilk  include  the  Whipple  Museum  of  the  History  of 
Science,  Cambridge,  England,  and  The  Museum  of  Scales  and 
Weights,  Bal  ingen,  Germany,  along  with  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  Washington,  D.C.,  an  EQM  subscriber. 
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Every  year,  like  clockwork,  member  Peter  DiCristofaro  pays  his 
dues  and  accompanies  his  payment  with  an  extra  amount  for  "the 
good  of  ISASC's  coffers".  This  year  was  no  exception,  and  for 
the  extra  $100  he  sent  us,  our  deep  thanks. 

**  Which  reminds  us,  if  you  as  yet  have  not  paid  your  dues, 
please  due  (sic)  so  at  once.  We  have  no  alternative  with 
delinquent  members  but  to  suspend  their  membership,  which 
means  they  will  not  receive  EQM  mailings  until  their  dues  are 
paid,  nor  will  they  be  listed  in  the  1984  membership 
directory.  Please  help  make  our  lives  easier  and  assure 
yourself  of  the  continuation  of  ISASC's  blessings. 

**  Our  library  is  in  a  constant  state  of  growth  and  revision,  so 
please  destroy  any  library  lists  you're  holding  that  are  dated 
earlier  than  the  new,  January  1,  1984,  list  enclosed.  Prices 

change,  new  publications  are  added,  and  others  become 
unavailable,  so  it's  important 'you  keep  only  the  current 
offering  on  hand. 

**  Our  first  EQM  sea  mailing  to  overseas  members  seems  to  have 
gone  off  without  a  hitch,  in  spite  of  two  circumstances  that 
in  all  likelihood  somewhat  delayed  receipt  of  the  mailing  for 
some.  It  left  Chicago  on  November  1,  two  weeks  later  than 
scheduled,  which  probably  slowed  it  up  because  of  Christmas 
mail.  Beyond  that,  Gerard  Houben  reported  a  postal  strike 
(other  than  in  Holland,  we're  not  certain),  which  perhaps 
further  slowed  things  up.  We're  going  to  try  harder  to  keep 
our  mailing  program  on  schedule,  and  hope  that  no  more  postal 
strikes  are  in  the  offing. 

So  much  for  now.  I'm  eagerly  looking  forward  to  seeing  many  of 
you  in  Chicago  this  coming  May. 


